Cornoid lamellation revisited: apropos of porokeratosis with emphasis on unusual clinicopathological variants.
Porokeratosis is a family of several disorders characterized histologically by the presence of cornoid lamellae. The presence of cornoid lamellae represents an abnormal form of keratinization, which unifies all types of porokeratosis. A significant variation in lesional morphology can result from peculiarities involving the cornoid lamellae and changes related to epidermal hyperplasia and dermal inflammation. This diversity has led to the recognition of several unusual clinicopathological variants of porokeratosis in recent years. Cornoid lamellation, however, is not pathognomonic of porokeratosis and can be seen in some inflammatory and inherited cutaneous disorders and also as an incidental finding. Some of these conditions can be confused with an atypical presentation of porokeratosis and vice versa. An awareness of the broad morphological spectrum of porokeratosis is crucial to avoid missing the diagnosis when appearances are far from typical. This issue is critical in patient management given the potential premalignant nature of porokeratosis.